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Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is in response to a communication made on February 27, 

2008. 

Claims 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29-32 have currently been amended. 

Claims 2-3, 9-10, 16-17, and 23-24 have been cancelled. 

Claims 1 , 4-8, 11-15,1 8-22, and 25-32 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 4-5, 7-8, 11-12, 14-15, 18-19, 21-22, 25-26, and 28-31 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hansen (WO 99/56431) 
(Applicant's IDS) in view of Chuah (6839339). 

Regarding claims 1,8, 15, and 22, Hansen teaches a method comprising: 

receiving a resource request for the resource at a network entity, the resource 
request including a group header identifier (Page 15, lines 1 - 3); 

identifying at least one header field associated with the group header identifier at 
the network entity (Page 15, lines 3 - 6); and 
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processing the resource request in accordance with the at least one header field 
associated with the group header identifier (Page 14, lines 9-16), wherein before 
receiving the resource request for the resource, the method comprises: 

associating the at least one header field with the group header identifier (Page 6, 
lines 25 - 27), wherein associating the at least one header field with the group header 
identifier comprises: 

receiving an earlier request at the network entity from a terminal, the earlier 
request including at least one header field for associating the at least one header field 
with a group header identifier (Page 10, line 29 - Page 1 1 , line 2); 

associating the at least one header field with a group header identifier (Page 6, 
lines 25-27); and 

sending the group header identifier to the terminal (Page 6, lines 27 - 29). 

Hansen does not explicitly indicate a call to associate a header with an identifier; 

wherein the network entity is otherwise configured, in instances in which a 
resource request is received without a group header identifier or call, to process the 
resource request independent of any group header identifier or without associating any 
header field with any group header identifier. 

Chuah teaches a call to associate a header with an identifier; 

wherein the network entity is otherwise configured, in instances in which a 
resource request is received without a group header identifier or call, to process the 
resource request independent of any group header identifier or without associating any 
header field with any group header identifier (Column 4, line 24 - Column 5, line 13; 
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where Chuah teaches that header compression is first negotiated between the network 
nodes and the full GTP header is sent along the path and each network entity stores the 
full version of the header. The call is the packet asking for compression to be 
negotiated and if there is no call for that negotiation then the full packet headers are 
sent normally along the network.) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Chuah's teaching of sending a message to start header 
compression to allow the sender node to actively attempt to start up header 
compression for sessions that will need it and not perform header compression for each 
packet. 

Regarding claims 5, 12, 19, and 26, Hansen teaches a method according to 
claims 1, 8, 15, and 22, wherein the network entity comprises an origin server, and 
wherein processing the resource request comprises processing the resource request at 
the origin server (Page 5, lines 13 - 24). 

Regarding claims 7, 14, 21, and 28, Hansen teaches a method according to 
claims 1, 8, 15, and 22, further comprising: sending the resource request for the 
resource to the network entity from a terminal before receiving the resource request, 
wherein sending the resource request comprises sending the resource request to the 
network entity at least partially over a wireless link (Page 5, lines 13-15). 

Regarding claims 4, 11, 18, and 25, Hansen teaches a method according to 
claims 1, 8, 15, and 22. 
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Hansen does not explicitly indicate receiving a subsequent request at the 
network entity from the terminal after sending the group header identifier to the terminal, 
the subsequent request including the group header identifier and an alternative at least 
one header field; and overwriting the at least one header field associated with the group 
header identifier to thereby associate the alternative at least one header field with the 
group header identifier. 

Chuah a subsequent request at the network entity from the terminal after sending 
the group header identifier to the terminal, the subsequent request including a 
compressed header and an alternative at least one header field; and overwriting the at 
least one header field associated with the compressed header to thereby associate the 
alternative at least one header field with the compressed header (Column 5, lines 24 - 
31). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Chuah's teaching of updating the header information to be 
put into packets in Hansen's system in order to allow changes to occur to the 
connection without having to tear down and restart the connection. 

Regarding claims 29-31, Hansen teaches a method according to claims 1, 8, 
and 15. 

Hensen does not explicitly indicate wherein associating the at least one header 
field comprises associated the at least one header field and at least one respective 
value with the group header identifier, and wherein the method further comprises: 
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receiving a subsequent request at the network entity from the terminal after 
sending the group header identifier to the terminal, the subsequent request including the 
group header identifier and at least one associated header field with an alternative at 
least one respective value; and 

overwriting the at least one value of the at least one header field associated with 
the group header identifier to thereby associate the at least one header field and the 
alternative at least one respective value with the group header identifier. 

Chuah a subsequent request at the network entity from the terminal after sending 
the group header identifier to the terminal, the subsequent request including a 
compressed header and an alternative at least one header field; and overwriting the at 
least one header field associated with the compressed header to thereby associate the 
alternative at least one header field with the compressed header (Column 5, lines 24 - 
31). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Chuah's teaching of updating the header information to be 
put into packets in Hansen's system in order to allow changes to occur to the 
connection without having to tear down and restart the connection. 

Claims 6, 13, 20, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hansen in view of Chuah, and in further view of Chapman 
(6438123). 
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Regarding claims 6, 13, 20, and 27, Hansen teaches a method according to 
claims 1, 8, 15, and 22. 

Hansen does not explicitly indicate wherein the network entity comprises a 
gateway, wherein the method further comprises: substituting the group header identifier 
in the resource request with the at least one header field associated with the group 
header identifier after identifying the at least one header field; and sending the resource 
request including the substituted at least one header field to an origin server, and 
wherein processing the resource request comprises processing the resource request at 
the origin server. 

Chapman teaches a system for suppressing packet headers through part of the 
network then restoring them at the end of the network (Column 6, lines 16-19). It 
identifies the stored packet headers by an index number (Column 6, line 65 - Column 7, 
line 6). Once the packet is restored it is passed to the network like a normal packet 
(Column 7, lines 9- 11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Chapman's teaching of re-adding header information to the 
packets to allow the packet to be handled like a normal packet for the rest of the 
network in Hansen so that the header suppression is only used across the low 
bandwidth part of the network and handled like a normal packet in the rest of the 
network. 

Response to Arguments 
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Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 4, and 29 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KEVIN BATES whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3980. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 am - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glen Burgess can be reached on (571) 272-3949. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Kevin Bates/ 
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